
PDC Listening Session #4
April 8th, 2020 – 12:00 PM
Listening sessions to hear from all of you on the most recent updates, 

issues, and creative solutions that you are dealing with in your 
communities. 



Ideas of inspiration and information

• Great Ideas to Share – please 
share your ideas with 
katietyson@padowntown.org

mailto:katietyson@padowntown.org




Community 
Ideas



Community 
Ideas



Gift Card programs
• Easton Main Street Initiative’s gift card company is StoreFinancial
Services which is now EML - https://www.emlpayments.com/

• Erie Downtown Partnership - two Erie developers working from 
Radius Coworks in downtown - www.saveourfaveserie.org

• Bethlehem uses – Yiftee - https://yiftee.com/

https://www.emlpayments.com/
http://www.saveourfaveserie.org/
https://yiftee.com/


Restaurant Support
• Variety of funding programs specific to restaurants 
• DE - Hospitality Emergency Loan Program (HELP) offers no-interest loans of up to $10,000 a 

month for restaurants, drinking establishments and more.
• IL - Hospitality Emergency Grant Program provides up to $25,000 to eligible bars and 

restaurants (and up to $50,000 for eligible hotels) to help pay for payroll and rent, as well as 
job training and enhanced technology to support increased pickup and delivery.

• MD - COVID-19 Emergency Relief Loan Fund for small businesses whose operations were 
disrupted by the virus. The $75 million fund offers low-interest loans of up to $50,000. A 
second state fund of $50 million is offering up to $10,000 in grants to small businesses.

• Many states are allowing retailers to sell take-out & deliver alcohol
• https://www.restaurantbusinessonline.com/financing/what-each-state-doing-help-

restaurants-harmed-covid-19

https://business.delaware.gov/coronavirus/
https://commerce.maryland.gov/fund/maryland-small-business-covid-19-emergency-relief-fund-programs


Act by midnight 
tonight 

• American Bankers Association and Bank Policy Institute, we ask that 
financial institutions prioritize nonprofits to ensure equitable access 
to SBA 7(a) loans for those that qualify as part of the CARES Act. We 
ask that they particularly pay attention to small nonprofits, nonprofits 
run by people of color, and nonprofits serving communities of color 
and tribal communities. We call on you to see the charitable 
community as a partner in finding solutions..



Main Street America

• Information on advocacy efforts, federal and national resources, Main 
Street-specific tools – including tip sheets, funding programs and 
webinars – and an interactive community response map

• Stand Up for Main Street. Patrice Frey, NMSC’s president and CEO, 
recently shared a letter, urging our Network to join us in supporting 
our partners at Small Business Majority, NFIB and the National 
Council of Nonprofits to ensure financial support is available to small 
businesses and Main Street nonprofits during the COVID-19 crisis.

https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#takeaction
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#FederalandNationalResources
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#MainStreetToolsandResources
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#tipsheets
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#FundingPrograms
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#Webinars
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#PeerExchange
https://www.mainstreet.org/blogs/national-main-street-center/2020/03/25/step-up-for-main-street-during-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR3GDCm_H-go9iGMskeWRDQBJVfp30ymXsmG4VSbnujgr5dAxvn2lz7gLf4
https://www.facebook.com/SmallBusinessMajority/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCJyBovp_R46BuO6GnWOrGU64VV--D93CrAB-L3dndAhpocxUElZG--2CRKTmRwpRG_iIAjEyf87ZGh&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDbfvj6GpjMhFWDs-fkH_J9Ex_wMPtDmeDck_gaJyCVFkt5SKxbxzmq_erSMlxhmUvseEkTzUcUkZwwBRZRAxYpm97G5Rfu9RqvxCr_7DkN74JfKXOLH-xaH_c57lOTP_AsF04TeWqNgFO9aO3F_x6nfONKUsSRJegBcqCRosJ-27-AyFIx-GQFKDW6D51afyYhv-BQIkjJ69NL7imv6n5MMvhlfhvmIR560vDJDWhvWLWiNbB-kNtc39l_1YxicW-eBF4NShIcjXeAPbYxKKapoAJ3QGFAVT7n_yRoKbdWJEvd6VT98kqW2t2-wbswMfCoV68DAm7hiv0-IQ
https://www.facebook.com/NFIB/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBWnF6HKgEruJz-6lOz48qTXAJ5VeE7voPXbMnXsfz6CcWqKZ1jJeRORBdv8hdnUzvUimDTCmWimJv7&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDbfvj6GpjMhFWDs-fkH_J9Ex_wMPtDmeDck_gaJyCVFkt5SKxbxzmq_erSMlxhmUvseEkTzUcUkZwwBRZRAxYpm97G5Rfu9RqvxCr_7DkN74JfKXOLH-xaH_c57lOTP_AsF04TeWqNgFO9aO3F_x6nfONKUsSRJegBcqCRosJ-27-AyFIx-GQFKDW6D51afyYhv-BQIkjJ69NL7imv6n5MMvhlfhvmIR560vDJDWhvWLWiNbB-kNtc39l_1YxicW-eBF4NShIcjXeAPbYxKKapoAJ3QGFAVT7n_yRoKbdWJEvd6VT98kqW2t2-wbswMfCoV68DAm7hiv0-IQ
https://www.facebook.com/NationalCouncilofNonprofits/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA6qilY8mqYJw0Far_lqkMhbIfN2-eUuhW9I7OZ6X77M63ZQVQkNPOdO7YTAsRhW8OHQu8QI880EtH4&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDbfvj6GpjMhFWDs-fkH_J9Ex_wMPtDmeDck_gaJyCVFkt5SKxbxzmq_erSMlxhmUvseEkTzUcUkZwwBRZRAxYpm97G5Rfu9RqvxCr_7DkN74JfKXOLH-xaH_c57lOTP_AsF04TeWqNgFO9aO3F_x6nfONKUsSRJegBcqCRosJ-27-AyFIx-GQFKDW6D51afyYhv-BQIkjJ69NL7imv6n5MMvhlfhvmIR560vDJDWhvWLWiNbB-kNtc39l_1YxicW-eBF4NShIcjXeAPbYxKKapoAJ3QGFAVT7n_yRoKbdWJEvd6VT98kqW2t2-wbswMfCoV68DAm7hiv0-IQ


Moving forward – focused 
discussions/mini-webinars
 Sample guidelines/terms for local community loan/grant programs 

that have been developed to address small business COVID needs.
 Dos and don'ts of organizing "Virtual First Fridays."
 Good online platforms for downtown gift card sales.
 Options for adding online sales capacity to small business and 

downtown organization websites.
 Other topics?
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