
Dear KU Students: 

  

I hope you all are doing well 

 

If you’re new to KU, welcome! For those of you returning to KU, welcome back! 

  

By now, many of you have received multiple communications regarding the Fall 2020 Reopening Plan, as 
well as access to the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs). While this information continues to be 
updated, below are 10 specific questions some of you have posed to me or my office directly over the 
past few weeks that I would like to respond to: 

  

1. I’m not coming to campus at all this fall semester, so do these messages about COVID-19 and 
the Reopening Plan apply to me? 

They do. We take care of each other. Whether you’re taking classes in person, or online, or hybrid, 
asynchronous, or synchronous, you are a member of our Golden Bear community. Secondly, we send 
you these messages to keep you safe, and to keep those around you safe as well. Often, the answers to 
your questions are in messages like the one you’re reading right now, or the ones sent by KU University 
Relations and President Hawkinson. 

  

2. Will campus life be different this fall? 

Yes! We’re prioritizing safety and striving to mitigate as much risk as possible. However, we’re going to 
use our creativity to maintain the best quality services we can while adhering to the safety guidelines 
and protocols. You should expect more virtual programs, and other innovative opportunities for student 
engagement. Even if you’re not living on campus, you should still be able to identify ways to get involved 
and use the campus resources. 

  

3. I’m staying in the “Boro” - off campus, will I get in trouble for not following the Safety 
Protocols: 

KU is working closely with the Borough of Kutztown to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. That said, 
whether you live in the Borough of Kutztown, on campus, or anywhere else, following the prescribed 
safety protocols (including the social distancing guidelines) are for your safety and the safety of others. 
Furthermore, the increase in positive (and presumed positive) cases, may result in more aggressive 
mitigation efforts, including but not limited to, the closure of schools, businesses and other facilities. 
Finally, as a student, if you are found in violation of the Student Code of Conduct (as outlined in the 
student handbook - The Key), on or off-campus, you will be subject to disciplinary action. 

https://www.kutztown.edu/fall2020
https://www.kutztown.edu/news-and-media/announcements/fall-2020/fall-2020-faqs.html
https://www.kutztown.edu/current-students/the-key.html


4. What if I don’t want to wear a mask on campus, in class, and around campus? 

Unless you are exempt for medical or ADA reasons, you must wear a mask, especially as you enter 
offices, classrooms, and buildings (except for your private residence). As a resident-student living in the 
Borough of Kutztown, or residential student living on campus, you should be prepared to follow safety 
guidelines as well. 

  

If you don’t agree with the requirement to wear a mask, consider these ideas and outcomes: (1) think 
about at-risk people (including yourself) and the potential devastating impact contracting COVID-19 can 
have on you and your family; (2) think about taking your classes online or remotely (non-face-to-face); 
and (3) think about the disruption to your educational experience if you’re reported to Student Conduct 
for not wearing a mask, and thereby told to leave class or other university facilities - indefinitely. 

  

5. But, I hate wearing a mask, I feel like I can’t breathe. 

We all have to do our part. Wearing a mask is necessary to help stop the spread of COVID-19. If the 
mask you have is uncomfortable, shop around for one more comfortable to you. If you have an 
underlying medical condition, please consult with a medical professional for assistance. 

  

6. What if I forget my mask while on campus? 

Return to your car or home to get your mask before entering the office, building, classroom. I 
recommend carrying an extra mask with you at all times. Disposable masks may also be available across 
campus. That said, constantly forgetting to wear your mask can result in you being reported to the 
Office of Student Conduct for disciplinary action. 

  

7. Will reporting that I have symptoms require me to self-isolate or quarantine and therefore 
miss school, and or campus work? 

Kutztown faculty and staff will understand if you have symptoms or are sick, and need to self-isolate or 
quarantine. They too want stop the spread of COVID-19. They too support your safety and the safety of 
our community. The key in this circumstance is communication. Regardless of your course modality, 
communicate with your instructor or supervisor as soon as possible regarding your circumstance. Don’t 
go MIA (missing in action) for several class sessions (or days of work), and not communicate with your 
instructor(s) and or supervisor about your situation. If you’re enrolled in a face-to-face course, and have 
symptoms, stay home and consult with your health care professional immediately. 

  

8. What is the University doing to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19? 

Great question! Please refer to the Fall 2020 Reopening Plan at www.kutztown.edu/fall2020. In 
addition, every student can obtain two (2) masks. Freshmen living on campus will receive their masks 

http://www.kutztown.edu/fall2020


upon check-in to their residence halls; all other students can retrieve their KU provided masks from the 
MSU and the KU Card Office in the Academic Forum (specific details to follow). 

  

9. What if someone catches COVID-19? 

If someone feels they have COVID-19 or any other symptoms, they should stay home and contact a 
health care professional (or if on campus, call Health and Wellness Services), and adhere to their health 
care professional’s guidance. When a positive COVID-19 case is presumed or confirmed on-campus, the 
University will activate an appropriate mitigation process as outlined in the Fall 2020 Reopening Plan. 

  

10. Will the campus ‘shut down’? 

That depends on us -- all of us, and everyone we know. If - as a community - we follow the safety 
protocols (wear a mask, social distance, maintain hygiene protocols, avoid close contact, stay home 
when sick, report to your health professional when experiencing symptoms), our chances of mitigating 
the spread increases tremendously. 

  

Please continue to monitor your KU email for important updates and announcements, and visit the Fall 
2020 Reopening website for other helpful information. 

  

Stay safe! 

 


