
PDC Listening Session #5
April 15th, 2020 – 12:00 PM

Listening sessions to hear from all of you on the most recent updates, issues, and 
creative solutions that you are dealing with in your communities. 



Main Street America
Information on advocacy efforts, federal and national resources, 
Main Street-specific tools – including tip sheets, funding programs
and webinars – and an interactive community response map

• Stand Up for Main Street. Patrice Frey, NMSC’s president and 
CEO, recently shared a letter, urging our Network to join us in 
supporting our partners at Small Business Majority, NFIB and 
the National Council of Nonprofits to ensure financial support is 
available to small businesses and Main Street nonprofits during 
the COVID-19 crisis.

https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#takeaction
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#FederalandNationalResources
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#MainStreetToolsandResources
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#tipsheets
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#FundingPrograms
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#Webinars
https://www.mainstreet.org/howwecanhelp/resourcecenter/covid19resources#PeerExchange
https://www.mainstreet.org/blogs/national-main-street-center/2020/03/25/step-up-for-main-street-during-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR3GDCm_H-go9iGMskeWRDQBJVfp30ymXsmG4VSbnujgr5dAxvn2lz7gLf4
https://www.facebook.com/SmallBusinessMajority/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCJyBovp_R46BuO6GnWOrGU64VV--D93CrAB-L3dndAhpocxUElZG--2CRKTmRwpRG_iIAjEyf87ZGh&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDbfvj6GpjMhFWDs-fkH_J9Ex_wMPtDmeDck_gaJyCVFkt5SKxbxzmq_erSMlxhmUvseEkTzUcUkZwwBRZRAxYpm97G5Rfu9RqvxCr_7DkN74JfKXOLH-xaH_c57lOTP_AsF04TeWqNgFO9aO3F_x6nfONKUsSRJegBcqCRosJ-27-AyFIx-GQFKDW6D51afyYhv-BQIkjJ69NL7imv6n5MMvhlfhvmIR560vDJDWhvWLWiNbB-kNtc39l_1YxicW-eBF4NShIcjXeAPbYxKKapoAJ3QGFAVT7n_yRoKbdWJEvd6VT98kqW2t2-wbswMfCoV68DAm7hiv0-IQ
https://www.facebook.com/NFIB/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBWnF6HKgEruJz-6lOz48qTXAJ5VeE7voPXbMnXsfz6CcWqKZ1jJeRORBdv8hdnUzvUimDTCmWimJv7&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDbfvj6GpjMhFWDs-fkH_J9Ex_wMPtDmeDck_gaJyCVFkt5SKxbxzmq_erSMlxhmUvseEkTzUcUkZwwBRZRAxYpm97G5Rfu9RqvxCr_7DkN74JfKXOLH-xaH_c57lOTP_AsF04TeWqNgFO9aO3F_x6nfONKUsSRJegBcqCRosJ-27-AyFIx-GQFKDW6D51afyYhv-BQIkjJ69NL7imv6n5MMvhlfhvmIR560vDJDWhvWLWiNbB-kNtc39l_1YxicW-eBF4NShIcjXeAPbYxKKapoAJ3QGFAVT7n_yRoKbdWJEvd6VT98kqW2t2-wbswMfCoV68DAm7hiv0-IQ
https://www.facebook.com/NationalCouncilofNonprofits/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA6qilY8mqYJw0Far_lqkMhbIfN2-eUuhW9I7OZ6X77M63ZQVQkNPOdO7YTAsRhW8OHQu8QI880EtH4&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDbfvj6GpjMhFWDs-fkH_J9Ex_wMPtDmeDck_gaJyCVFkt5SKxbxzmq_erSMlxhmUvseEkTzUcUkZwwBRZRAxYpm97G5Rfu9RqvxCr_7DkN74JfKXOLH-xaH_c57lOTP_AsF04TeWqNgFO9aO3F_x6nfONKUsSRJegBcqCRosJ-27-AyFIx-GQFKDW6D51afyYhv-BQIkjJ69NL7imv6n5MMvhlfhvmIR560vDJDWhvWLWiNbB-kNtc39l_1YxicW-eBF4NShIcjXeAPbYxKKapoAJ3QGFAVT7n_yRoKbdWJEvd6VT98kqW2t2-wbswMfCoV68DAm7hiv0-IQ
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Interactive Map 
w/ Community-
Specific Data 
with >5 
respondents 



Impact on Main Street Programs 

New NMSC Survey: The Impact of COVID-19 on Main Street 
Programs. The NMSC is interested in hearing from Main Street program 
directors as you cope with challenges to your organizations and your 
communities. Please take this survey to let them know what you're going 
through, how you're coping with this crisis, and what resources would be 
most helpful to you right now.

Survey closes on Friday, please take it ASAP!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_pRmD2hNu34ASNgyPY2oVe1jEivRGp26ontt0pvOSLyHnFLh_qHmKMVeYWgykz-yMFIadaTpdMq6tTYTRmJTJs-g-jMqBk54VTWIBmQCk0reXmXE6vFlYkGGI5vGzAmoitLoHCYxl7eIPFr6Wjo2_kPh0IMx_SPlhpu3rU2QsByTEYkXwGSlI5CoEXyOsWkejVlDho1Ppm0=&c=Jcu2MPL8ovRtLkXosfqfOB7f6gSUyyTggv9Xw51uBjJuDDvtsK6VcA==&ch=tFpH4tCukVk1zGpQHoTmxVF5lXohj6jGsH2N94WxDyuv1mPmgOtpsw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_pRmD2hNu34ASNgyPY2oVe1jEivRGp26ontt0pvOSLyHnFLh_qHmKMVeYWgykz-yVd9dgAX04lQB5GD4s2siaa7vdnbVgc4xjA1cW5rfleRzlCG2_c5rhp2-JS2AqdjBgFGg8-goNzc7z8oPqtnn5cHGqT_Gd61xb35KYPNUsNU=&c=Jcu2MPL8ovRtLkXosfqfOB7f6gSUyyTggv9Xw51uBjJuDDvtsK6VcA==&ch=tFpH4tCukVk1zGpQHoTmxVF5lXohj6jGsH2N94WxDyuv1mPmgOtpsw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_pRmD2hNu34ASNgyPY2oVe1jEivRGp26ontt0pvOSLyHnFLh_qHmKMVeYWgykz-yVd9dgAX04lQB5GD4s2siaa7vdnbVgc4xjA1cW5rfleRzlCG2_c5rhp2-JS2AqdjBgFGg8-goNzc7z8oPqtnn5cHGqT_Gd61xb35KYPNUsNU=&c=Jcu2MPL8ovRtLkXosfqfOB7f6gSUyyTggv9Xw51uBjJuDDvtsK6VcA==&ch=tFpH4tCukVk1zGpQHoTmxVF5lXohj6jGsH2N94WxDyuv1mPmgOtpsw==
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Legislative Update

• House Bill 2404 – Rep. Isaacson & Rep. Summer Lee - An Act amending the act of April 
6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20), known as The Landlord and Tenant Act of 1951, in preliminary 
provisions, providing for effect of declaration of disaster emergency.

• It will provide an exemption from eviction for workers who are unemployed, separated 
from their employment or unable to find employment when an epidemic or pandemic 
requires the Governor to declare a state of emergency. Landlords in violation will face 
penalties.

• Other updates?

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2404




PDC Updates

• Working with PANO to provide direction & assistance for virtual board 
meetings and managing board minutes.

• Should be available for PDC member viewing early next week.

• Have a meeting scheduled with the Governor’s office to discuss how Main 
Street and Elm Street programs are situated to be part of the solution to 
the current situation.



REMI Webinars

• using the REMI model to evaluate the economic and fiscal shifts expected at all levels of 
government, as well as exploring the key types of disruptions associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

• will provide technical support and modeling guidance to all those who are in the process of 
projecting the impact of COVID-19 on their regional economy.

• Tuesday, April 21st: 2:00 to 3:00 pm (ET) 

• Tuesday, April 28th: 2:00 to 3:00 pm (ET)

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/8115058124944469261

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/8115058124944469261


Stabilizing our Corridors-Community Crowdfunding during COVID-
19: Wednesday, April 15th – 2:30 PM (today)

Topiltzin Gomez (Chief of Staff of Honeycomb Credit) will help 
members better understand the ecosystem of COVID-19 small 
business financial relief resources and discuss the unique role 
that crowdfunding and investment crowdfunding can play in 
helping stabilize our Main Street communities.

• Honeycomb Credit is an investment crowdfunding platform based in 
Pittsburgh, PA that enables everyday people to make debt 
investments in local businesses. 

• In response to COVID-19, Honeycomb Credit launched a 
crowdfunded Small Business Relief Loan program to unlock low 
interest crowdfunded loans to businesses affected by the economic 
shutdown across the Commonwealth and beyond.



Upcoming PDC Membership Webinars:
For Boards of Designated Programs

• Monday, April 20th – Board Training – What every Main Street and Elm Street 
Board member needs to know.

• Friday, April 24th – Volunteer Development: recruiting, training & celebrating

• Live for currently designated Main Street & Elm Street Programs
• Recordings will be available for PDC member use



Upcoming PDC Membership Focused 
Discussions/Mini-Webinars
• Tuesday, April 21st – 2:00 PM: Virtual First Fridays – what to do and how to 

do them!

• Thursday, April 23rd – 2:00 PM: Local Revolving Loans and Mini-grants –
who to partner with, how to fund them & how to structure them 



Moving Forward – focused 
discussions/mini-webinars

• Marketing/Branding Main Street as the “Safe Place to Be” - “we need to help businesses retool 
their operations for working safely and providing goods and services in a safe fashion in this 
new environment. Many business owners may not understand how to put safety measures into 
place.” 

• Less crowds, could be more controlled, but need to provide distance
• NMSC is working on a trends presentation for the recovery, and in yesterday’s CDC 

recommendations for the recovery, there is an indication that there could be some sort of 
certification for businesses that have special cleaning protocols, hand sanitizer stations, etc.

• Other Topics??
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